100 Years Later 


Perfins in the Abraham Lincoln 1909 Issue 
Christian C. Rueger (#1834) 


Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809. “100 years 
later” the first Lincoln commemorative (Scott #367) 
was produced by the BEP. It was issued by the U.S. 
Post Office Department on February 12, 1909, for 
Lincoln’s 100™ birthday. The 2-cent value satisfied 
the then current U.S. single ounce, first-class 
domestic letter rate and the red color met UPU 
agreements for the same service. 


Today — “100 years later’ — on Lincoln’s 200" 
birthday, as promised I am updating my previous 
Bulletin article’, with more information. This 
includes additional covers shown on the following 
pages along with 142 new patterns as part of Table 1. 


My gift to Old Abe on his 200" birthday is a 
masterlist of #367 with 403 different perfin patterns. 
This was developed with the help of Brad Baker 
(LM#3766), John Brandt (LM#14), Steve Endicott 
(#2284), Mike Falls (LM#131), Bob Schwerdt (#505 
-L), James Sneed (LM#128), Bob Szymanski 
(LM#145), and Steven Stratford’s web site’. Thank 
you all very much for your help. 


I am aware of about 50 covers with a perfinned #367 
stamp. Most of these covers are very nice 
Advertising Covers. All postmarks are from 1909. 
The earliest known use (EKU) is from St. Louis, MO 
dated February 26, 1909 with pattern S138, 
Simmons Hardware Co’. The latest is from Chicago, 
IL dated October 12, 1909 with pattern 141, 
International Harvester Co. It seems that all of the 
#367 perfins were used in a 9 month period. Was it 
the nice, handsome commemorative in the size of a 
regular issue that made this stamp so popular? 


The stamp also was issued on the same day in 
imperforate form (Scott #368). Most of these stamps 
were used as coil stamps by private perforators in 
vending and affixing machines. The best-of-the-best 
is Bob Szymanski’s find of a vertical pair with 
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jumbo margins. The pattern is I17 by International 
Banking Co., New York, NY. 


On March 18, 1909, the OFFICE OF 
THIRD ASST P. M. GEN L, Ẹ |: 
WASHINGTON, D. C., notified the J 

Postmasters in a notice titled § 
“Unperforated Postage Stamps” , isan 

“That .... The Lincoln memorial f | Ah; 
stamps will no longer be available Ș |/ 3% 
after the Department’s present 
supply is exhausted’’. That was 
only about 5-weeks after the issue of 
the imperforate stamp. 





This was also an 
Unperforated Postage Stamps. era o f 


OFTIOE OF THIRD AS8S'T P, M. GEN'L, experimentation 
WASHINGTON, D. O., Mar. 18, 1909, in printing 
Postmasters are notified that the following 
denominations of stamps of the new designs methods, papers 
of 1908 have been issued in sheets of 400, un- : 
perforated: l-cent, 2cent, Scant, 4-cent, and perforating 
5oent; also the 2-cent Lincoln meworial. 


of U.S. stamps. 
In experiments 
control 
shrinkage, the 


see sections 28 to 29, page 29 of the July, 1908, 
Postal Guide, for further information con- 
cerning unperforated stamps. The Lincoln Eto 
memorial stamps will no longer be available 
after the Department’s present supply is ex- 


hausted, 
A. L. LAWSHE, stamp was 


Third Ass't P. M, Gen’), printed on so- 


called “bluish 
paper” (Scott #369). The stamps were mostly used 
in the Washington D.C. area. I am not aware that 
any #369 perfinned stamps have been discovered to 
date? 


G8—179 


I would greatly appreciate receiving information 
about additional patterns or postmarks that any 
members might have in their respective collections. 
Are there any Scott #368 or #369 perfins waiting to 
be discovered? My address: Christian C. Rueger, 
Rotbuchenstrasse 4, 90449 Nuernberg, Germany or 


email me at: ch.rueger@t-online.de and send a scan 
if possible. 
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100 Years Later 
Perfins in the Abraham Lincoln 1909 Issue (cont.) 


Some New #367 Covers 


Tiorton Gos, 


A, F. | 


AE Cai, Veet, Tierist. 
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Pattern H14 — HA/Co — C rate 
The Henderson-Ames Company 
KALAMAZOO, MICH. — March 18, 1909 





Pattern R61 — RFD/&Co — A Rate 
R.F. Downing & Company 
NEW YORK, N.Y. STA. P — June 2, 1909 


TET 
AMERICAN HARDWARE CORPORATION 
HEW IRITAN, COMM, 


pe = ponas 


PISAL 





Pattern H172 — HSB/&Co — C rate Pattern P252 — P&F/C — C rate 
Hibbard, Spencer, Barlett & Company The American Hardware Corporation 
CHICAGO, ILL — June 3, 1909 NEW BRITAIN, CONN — March 1, 1909 


The Chinga: Cribune. 





Pattern T83 — TRIB -C rate Pattern G166 — GS/NY — D rate 
The Chicago Tribune Gustav Schirmer Incorporated [Music Publisher] 
CHICAGO, ILL — August 2, 1909 NEW YORK, N.Y. STA. O — May 7, 1909 
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100 Years Later 
Perfins in the Abraham Lincoln 1909 Issue (cont.) 


Table 1: Perfin patterns known in SC#367 
(Updated March 2009) 


A221-1A 
s | B | c7 | cmo | m | us | mor | nw 
J84 
BTCo | b2 | pR | G72-32 | Ge) | noss |  JMCo | 
Bai | By | Dba | DR | _G72-36 |G) | 12s | Ho 


Note: Patterns in Bold are additions to the checklist published in The Perfins Bulletin, July/August 2005 (59:108-112). 
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100 Years Later 
Perfins in the Abraham Lincoln 1909 Issue (cont.) 


Table 1: Perfin patterns known in SC#367 (cont.) 
(Updated March 2009) 


Cx [Kee | Ra | RECORD | ss | sem 
Oks | Cre | O R | Rol__| _RFDi&Co | $355 | ses 
Kaleo | | e | ro | ra | 39 | Wo | 
DE e SS S S E E e E E a E 
a p io f OO f es | oym | ms | Toes 
s | Cree | Na | Noe | R7 | RCOAD | T85 | TG&/TCo 
NKF. | Rza | Reo | vB | wo 
DE e S S E SE a uf uesico 
ins | rormms | Nisa | NYC | R3 | r&w | us | USIFaG 
Cs | Bas | Nioo | NYECo | s | s | u | usco 
Cue sems | No | nmal | s1 | s | 0s [ os nice — 
M% | many | o2 | omo | se | SCM | ws | w 
M40 or40A| MBCo | ow | oss | ss | sc@œo | wiz | w 
CMB | (M) Bar) | Po | Pa [sosio so | wi | wb 
Cmi | mac | m2 | ro | s5 | s | ws | WMicco 
Y&L 

Mo | Dimona | K7 [ur] | sas [sap pes | Calipers — 
NAA 


Note: Patterns in Bold are Ta to the checklist published in The Perfins Bullet July/August 2005(59:108-112). 
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